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WESTERN SAHARA PROBLEMS 
ANNCR: 

EFFORTS TO ACHIFVE A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF THE WFSTERN 
SAHARAN CONFLICT, SPARKED BY THE CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT IN 
MAURITANIA, ARE RUNNING INTO DIFFICULTIES. VOA'S JOHN BUE HAS 
THIS BACKGROUND REPORT, 

VOICE: 

THE MOVFMENT TOWARD A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF THE BITTER 
CONFLICT BETWEEN THE ALGERIAN-BACKED POLISARIO FRONT, MOROCCO 
AND MAURITANIA STARTED AT THE INITIATIVE OF MAURITANIA AND WAS 
IMMEDIATELY BACKED BY FRANCE. THE NEW LFADERS IN NOUAKCHOTT 
WANT A SETTLEMENT TO PATCH UP THEIR BATTFRFD ECONOMY BASED 
LARGELY ON MINING. THAT ECONOMY HAS BEEN PARTLY STIFLFD BY 
ATTACKS UPON THE RAILROAD THAT LINKS THE MINES TO THE SFA, 

FRANCE, WHOSE IMAGE IN AFRICA WAS TARNISHED BY AIR STRIKES 
IN SUPPORT OF MAURITANIA, ALSO WANTS PEACE RESTORED, AFTER THE 
RECENT MILITARY COUP IN NOUAKCHOTT, THERE WAS A LULL IN THE 
FIGHTING. PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING STARTED AN ACTIVE DIPLOMATI¢ 
CAMPAIGN THAT INVOLVED MEETINGS WITH ALGERIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
ABDELAZIZ BOUTEFLIKA, IVORY COAST PRESIDENT HOUPHOUFT BOIGNY AND 
WITH AN ENVOY OF MOROCCO'S KING HASSAN. HE WROTE RECENTLY TO THE 
CURRENT CHAIRMAN OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY, JAAFAR 
NUMEIRI OF THE SUDAN, SAYING FRANCE CANNOT MEDIATE BUT WANTS TO 
FACILITATE A SETTLEMENT. 

THERE HAS BEEN A WARMING OF RELATIONS BETWFEN FRANCE AND 


ALGIERS WHICH UNTIL RECENTLY WAS THE HARSHEST CRITIC OF FRENCH 
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SUPPORT FOR MAURITANIA, BUT WHILE ALGERIA NOW PRAISES FRANCE'S 
DESTRE FOR PEACE, IT IS STILL ADAMANT ON WHAT IT CALLS "POLITICAL 
RIGHTS FOR THE INHABITANTS OF THF FORMER SPANISH SAHARA" =-- MEANING 
THE POLISARIO FRONT. AND A FRANCO-ALERIAN RAPPROCHEMENT IS NOT 
SEEN AS SUFFICIENT TO BRING ABOUT A SFTTLEMENT, 

MOROCCO HAS A LARGE SLICE OF THF TERRITORY UNDER THE AGREEMENT 
WITH SPAIN, AND KING HASSAN SAID LAST WEEK MOROCCO HAS NO 
INTENTION OF GIVING IT UP. HF ALSO RULED OUT THE CREATION OF A 
FEDERATION BETWEEN MAURITANIA AND A POLISARIO-RUN PROVINCE IN THE 
PART OF FORMER SPANISH SAHARA TAKEN OVER BY MAURITANIA, “WE WILL 
NEVER AGREE," SAID KING HASSAN, ''TO THE EXISTENCF ON OUR SOUTHERN 
BORDERS OF A REGIMF WITH A DIFFERENT IDFOLOGY TO OURS AND 
MAURITANIA'S," 

THE OFFICIAL ALGERIAN DAILY "EL MOUJAHID™ REACTED SHARPLY 
TO THE MOROCCAN KING'S STATEMFNT. IT DESCRIBED HIS POLICY AS 
"FUNDAMENTALLY BELLICOSF", LEAVING NO DOOR OPEN TO A FAIR 
SETTLEMENT AND SAYS ITS IMPLEMFNTATION WILL LEAD TO A SERIOUS 
CONFRONTATION, 

FOR THE TIME BEING AT LEAST, THE FRUITS OF FRENCH AND 
MAURITANIAN PEACE EFFORTS SEEM TO BE A WORSENING OF CHRONIC 
TENSIONS BETWEEN MOROCCO AND ALGERIA. THERE ARE ABOUT TEN 
THOUSAND MOROCCAN TROOPS IN MAURITANIA, AND THE MOROCCAN PRESS 
IS HINTING AT INTENSE DISPLEASURE IN RABAT AT WHAT IS SEEN AS 
“PREMATURE AND EXCESSIVE OPTIMISM" IN FRENCH PRESS COMMENT ON 
THE CHANCES OF A NEGOTIATED SFTTLEMENT. 
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